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SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE JEFFREY KIGHT
Judge Jeffrey Kight is a Superior Court Judge in the Waycross
Judicial Circuit, and is also a Commission Member of the GCFV.
Additionally, Judge Kight serves as the Judge of the Parental
Accountability Court for the Circuit. He is a member of the
Executive Committee of the Council of Superior Court Judges,
and the Administrative Judge of the First Judicial Administrative
District for the Judicial Council of Georgia.
Judge Kight is also currently Chair of the Waycross Judicial
Circuit Family Violence Task Force.
We appreciate Judge Kight for his service, as well as taking the
time offer his perspective on Family Violence Task Forces:

Why i s the Fami ly Vi olence Task Force i mportant to your communi ty?
Our Judi ci al Ci rcui t i s com pri sed of si x counti es w i th several rural tow ns and com m uni ti es.
We have li m i ted resources i n the w ay of shelters and program s for vi cti m s and survi vors of
dom esti c vi olence. In addi ti on, survi vors face m any i ndi vi dual challenges because of
li m i ted resources, transportati on i ssues and som eti m es extrem e i solati on because of the
rural nature of our com m uni ty.
Therefore, I beli eve that our Task Force i s i m perati ve i n our relati vely sm all com m uni ty to
help i ts m em bers from all the vari ous resources that m ay be avai lable, i ncludi ng the local
shelter(s), law enforcem ent, court system , etc. be extrem ely effi ci ent and consi stent i n i ts
educati on and aw areness i ni ti ati ves to vi cti m s, survi vors, thei r fam i li es and the publi c, as
w ell as i n a coordi nated response i n our vari ous juri sdi cti ons so that due process i s
achi eved for vi cti m s and offenders.
How i mportant i s judi ci al leadershi p to the Task Force?
I thi nk that judi ci al leadershi p i s very i m portant. In our court system , although there are
m any parti ci pants w i th di fferent roles, from vi cti m advocates, (conti nued on next page)
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law enforcem ent, prosecutors, defense law yers, clerk s, and court personnel, at the end of
the day, m ost i ndi vi duals look to the judges of the vari ous courts not only for fi nal
authori ty, but also for gui dance and leadershi p i n i m plem enti ng and i nsuri ng that due
process requi rem ents are m et for both vi cti m s and offenders. From a judge?s perspecti ve,
by doi ng so, then w e also ulti m ately achi eve justi ce, fai rness and safety for all i nvolved.
What would you li k e to see your Task Force accompli sh?
I thi nk our Task Force does a trem endous job. There are alw ays challenges, and agai n i n
our sm all com m uni ti es, there are li m i ted resources, i ncludi ng m anpow er. Many of our
parti ci pant m em bers and agency representati ves w ear m any di fferent hats i n thei r
professi ons and com m uni ty and they all have m any dem ands of thei r ti m e and talents. I
w ant our m em bers to rem ai n vi gi lant i n conti nui ng the efforts of educati on of the publi c,
our fi rst responders and court system , and to conti nue to i m prove i n the consi stent and
persi stent coordi nated responses to dom esti c vi olence.

FINAL FATALITY REVIEW REPORT RELEASED
The Georgia Commission on Family Violence and the
Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence released the
15th and final Annual Report of the Georgia Domestic
Violence Fatality Review Project (the Project) on December
17, 2018.

Since 2004, these agencies worked with communities across
the state to conduct in-depth reviews of 116 domestic
violence-related fatalities and near-fatalities.

The Project?s focus was to learn ways to more fully address
the problem of domestic violence and to seek solutions to
reduce the number of domestic violence-related deaths and
injuries in Georgia.

This comprehensive report is a great
resource to guide the work of your
Task Force. Please contact Stacey
Seldon if you have any questions
about using this resource in your Task
Force.

The Annual Report offers ?10 Key Goals to Improve the
Response to Domestic Violence in Georgia.? The goals were
selected based on either the frequency with which the issue
was noted in case reviews, or as follow-up to repeated
findings identified through the fatality review process or
recommendations made by the Project. These goals focus
on areas for which Georgia?s response needs improvement
and represent opportunities to implement change that will
ultimately create safer communities in Georgia.
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SIGNS BEFORE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITIES

FROM THE WASHINGTON POST

An article from the Washington Post
discusses indicators before domestic
violence fatalities that may make homicides
more foreseeable:
"The Washington Post found that nearly half of
the women who were murdered during the past
decade were killed by a current or former intimate
partner. In a close analysis of five cities, about a
third of the male killers were known to be a
potential threat ahead of the attack.rmer intimate
partner. In a close analysis of five cities, about a
third of the male killers were known to be a
potential threat ahead of the attack."

Pl ease conti nue to send th e SI GN I N SHEETS and M EETI NG M I NUTES f rom each Task Force
meeti ng.
You can dow nl oad a copy of th e si gn i n sh eet h ere.
Pl ease return i t b y f ax or emai l --th e i nstructi ons are l ocated on th e si gn i n sh eet.
FYI - i f you ch oose to mak e your ow n si gn i n sh eet, pl ease be sure to i ncl ude al l of th e i nf ormati on GCFV ask s f or on our templ ate.
Th ank you so much f or al l th at you do! Your w ork i s appreci ated and v al ued. Pl ease enj oy your
h ol i days, and reach out to Stacey i f you h av e any q uesti ons.
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