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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED FOR 25TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

M ar ch 2019

GCFV Family Violence Task ForceNewsletter

The theme for GCFV's 25th Annual Conference is 25 Years Ago to 25 Years Ahead: Supporting 
Survivors and Restoring Hope. In light of that theme, our conference keynote speakers are:

 Monday, Sept em ber  9t h: Vanessa McNeal, an award winning documentary filmmaker and     
speaker on human trafficking and male sexual violence

 Tuesday, Sept em ber  10t h: Melissa Jeltsen, a writer and editor for The Huffington Post, who 
writes about gender-based violence

Wednesday, Sept em ber  11t h: High Point North Carolina Collaborative, an     inter-agency, 
community-based model of ending domestic violence by holding offenders to account in the 

public square and private

COMMISSION MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Colonel  Thomas Barnard

As a 25 year veteran of the Department of Natural Resources, Col. Thomas Barnard has 
been a GCFV Commission Member since 2018.  He offers some insight on how domestic 
violence affects his agency:

How does dom est ic violence im pact  t he work  at  t he Depar t m ent  of  Nat ural 
Resources?

DNR Game Wardens encounter domestic violence situations in their normal patrol 
duties. DNR also regularly assists other agencies when responding to DV calls.

How has your  appoint m ent  t o t he Com m ission benef it ed your  work  at  t he 
Depar t m ent  of  Nat ural Resources?

My appointment has broadened my knowledge on statewide DV stats as well as 
the predictors leading up to DV incidents. It has highlighted the critical need for 
good data statewide as this is an important tool in developing the proper response 
to help end domestic violence. I was also amazed at the various organizations 
both private and public that work in tandem to comprise the much needed 
?coordinated community response?. (cont inued, page 2)

Please join our email list to be notified when registration opens!
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Pl ease joi n  us for  ou r  m on th l y  Task  For ce Leader sh i p  Cal l , hel d  the 3r d  Thu r sday 
of  each m on th , f r om  12 - 1 pm . Task  For ce l eader s d i scuss Task  For ce i ssues, 

quest i on s, an d  upcom i n g even ts ar oun d  the state. I t 's a gr eat  chan ce to f i n d  ou t  
w hat  other  Task  For ces ar e doi n g, an d  to get  i deas to tak e back  to you r  

com m un i ty. Pl ease con tact  Stacey Sel don  for  m or e i n for m at i on  .

The GCFV conduct ed dom est ic violence t rain ing for  gam e warden professionals around t he st at e last  

year . Has t here been any last ing im pact   on t he agency as a result  of  t hose t rain ings? 

Our agency is currently developing a more in depth policy that addresses our response to DV incidents, as well 
as meeting the reporting requirements. The training not only reiterated the predictors of DV but it also shined 
the spotlight on the community response. We are a part of that community response and now have a greater 
working knowledge, making us a more viable partner. *

M onthly 
Task  Force 

Leadership Cal l

RESOURCES FOR FINAL EDITION OF ANNUAL 
FATALITY REVIEW REPORT (2018)

A supplement to the 15th Annual Report of the 
Georgia Domestic Violence Fatality Review 

Project is available to download. The supplement 
provides aggregated data from January 2014 

through December 2018.  It includes a per capita 
map of domestic violence related deaths in 

Georgia, as well as charts which illustrate those 
deaths by county and cause of death during the 

five year period.
If your Task Force would like a presentation on 

the Final Report, please contact Niki Lemeshka.
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DON'T FORGET...
 You can visi t  GCFV's  News and Events 

page to view in form ation about dom estic 
violence tr ain ings happening throughout 

the state.

Learn about our  past and cur rent confer -
ences, r ead press releases, and view our  

Dom estic Violence in  the News page.

Cl ick  on the picture to view the News and 
Events page on GCFV's si te.

SAVE THE DATE
25th A nnual  Fami ly Violence Conference

The Classic Center

A thens, Georgia

September 8 -11, 2019

If  you have any quest ions, or  or  
need suppor t  for  your  Task  Force, 

please cont act  St acey Seldon.
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