Between 2003 and 2016 at least 1, 671 Georgia citizens lost their lives due to domestic violence. In addition, the Violence Policy Center reports that Georgia ranks 8th in the nation for the rate at which women are killed by men. A total of 49% of victims in cases studied by Georgia’s Domestic Violence Fatality Review Project began their relationship with the person who eventually killed them when they were between the ages of 13-24.  (You can add local stats here). We must work to end this violence in our communities and continue efforts to provide safety for victims of domestic violence and their families. 

As you know, there are many government branches, agencies and community organizations which work to prevent domestic violence through providing advocacy, services, safe shelter, crisis intervention, law enforcement and community supervision, court rulings, and more. A coordinated community response is essential to providing safety for victims of family violence and ensuring the accountability of batterers.  In order to foster a coordinated community response, the citizens of the (Name of Circuit or County) have expressed an interest in forming a Family Violence Task Force (FVTF).
The mission of every FVTF should include a commitment from all community leaders to work together to greatly reduce the incidences of family violence.  This should include a focus on the systematic, not case specific, changes required to strengthen that community’s response to family violence.   The goals of each family violence task force should include:  prevention of family violence in the community, making policies, practices and programs more consistent and effective in providing victim safety, along with offender and program accountability, providing community leaders and members with better tools for addressing family violence, and improving the communication and cooperation among all community agencies. 

You are encouraged to attend the first meeting of the (Name of the Family Violence Task Force). Please join us at a meeting hosted by the (Family Violence Task Force Name), on (Date) from (Time).  The meeting will be held at (Location).

If you have any questions, please contact (Task Force Contact Name) at (Contact Information). 
