
GEORGIA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW PROJECT 
SUICIDE PREVENTION LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

 

The Georgia Domestic Violence Fatality Review Project (the Project), a statewide partnership 

between the Georgia Commission on Family Violence (GCFV) and the Georgia Coalition Against 

Domestic Violence (GCADV), is excited to announce a new initiative focused on integrating 

suicide prevention strategies into domestic violence advocacy and intervention.  

The Project is seeking 10 professionals interested in joining a suicide prevention leadership 

group charged with addressing key recommendations from the 2016 Georgia Domestic 

Violence Fatality Review Annual Report, which focuses on the suicide-homicide connection in 

lethal incidents of domestic violence. A primary goal of the suicide prevention leadership group 

is to increase training for service providers and bystanders on effective suicide prevention 

strategies. Group members will assist GCFV and GCADV staff with providing these trainings in 

their own communities. Ideal candidates will come from varied disciplines including victim 

advocacy, law enforcement, courts, FVIP, and mental health or medical providers.  

Group members will attend a two-day training to be held on August 29th and 30th at the 
Mansour Center in Marietta, GA. The training will cover the following topics: 

 Relationship dynamics and tactics of abuse common in domestic violence-related 

murder-suicide cases  

 Strategies which encourage a coordinated community response to reduce the risk of a 

domestic violence-related murder-suicide incident, including responses from advocates, 

and the civil and criminal justice systems 

 Suicide Prevention and Intervention 

o Understanding the nature and range of suicidal communications 

o Knowing the groups at greatest risk of suicide  

o New and promising approaches to suicide prevention  

o Completion of the QPR Gatekeeper Training Certification Course, a three-year 

certification which authorizes participants to conduct the QPR Gatekeeper 

Training for Suicide Prevention. More information on the QPR model is available 

at www.QPRinstitute.com. 

 Development of implementation initiatives 

Selected attendees will receive a scholarship covering the cost of the two-day training, to 

include overnight accommodations, mileage reimbursement and per diem. Travel expenses will 

be paid on a reimbursement basis and will follow State and Federal travel policies. The 

scholarship also covers the cost of the QPR Gatekeeper Training Certification (valued at $495) 

and training materials. 
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Attendees will be required to conduct a minimum of three QPR Gatekeeper Trainings in the 

year following the training and will be eligible for follow-up technical assistance by Fatality 

Review Project staff.  

If you are interested in being selected for the group, please complete the following 

questionnaire by July 10, 2017 and return it to niki.lemeshka@dcs.ga.gov marked with the 

subject line “Suicide Prevention Leadership Training.”   

 

BACKGROUND: The Project asserts suicide intervention for abusers could also be considered 
domestic violence homicide prevention. Given that completed and attempted murder-suicide 
incidents accounted for 33% of all known fatal domestic violence incidents in Georgia between 
2012 and 2016, but accounted for 47% of all known domestic violence-related deaths in the 
state, a focus on intervention in domestic violence cases which involve risk of suicide is 
paramount. This focus is also a natural extension of the existing work of those responding to 
family violence incidents, as several warning signs of suicide closely mirror known indicators of 
increased risk of domestic violence homicide. For more detailed information on these findings 
please refer to the 2016 Georgia Domestic Violence Fatality Review Project Annual Report 
available for download here www.georgiafatalityreview.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:niki.lemeshka@dcs.ga.gov
http://www.georgiafatalityreview.com/
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GEORGIA DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW PROJECT 
SUICIDE PREVENTION LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

 

Name:  
Employer/Job Title: 
Mailing Address: 
Email address: 
Phone number(s): 
 

1. Describe your interest in suicide intervention and this initiative: Why would you like to be part 
of this training? What do you think your community/agency/task force will gain from 
participating and going through this process? 

 

 

 

 

2. Implementing suicide prevention and intervention into domestic violence response requires a 
nuanced approach that may involve working collaboratively with other stakeholders in your 
community. Describe your readiness or willingness to partner with others in your community in 
implementing Project goals, such as the QPR Gatekeeper Training. Would you have the support 
and buy-in of your agency or domestic violence task force (and if not, do you feel you can gain 
support for the initiative)?  

 

 

 

 
3. Can you commit to attend both days of the training session?  Please comment about any 

anticipated challenges with this. 
 
 

4. Can you commit to providing a minimum of three QPR Gatekeeper Training events within your 
community within one year of your certification? Please comment about any anticipated 
challenges with this. 
 
 

5. Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your participation in this project? 
 
 
 

6. For planning purposes, do you anticipate needing lodging in the Marietta area? Yes / No 


